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and sing impromptu some bars of average difficulty, and to
explain how children's voices can be educated; he must have
also some acquaintance with the whole history of music. It is
not compulsory, but recommended, that the students should
learn to play an instrument. Drawing is compulsory and the
candidate at the end of his studies must know how to illustrate
a tale, draw some tools in common use, and draw on a blackboard
some models which can be copied with ease by children up to
eleven years of age.
The philosophical, humanistic, and artistic, education received
in the Training College is meant to give the would-be master and
mistress those intellectual and moral habits and a background
which will produce an efficient teacher, rather than the 'old-
fashioned ' practical training and the ' barren' study of pedagogi-
cal rules.
The Lower Technical Institute aims at giving the boy and girl
of eleven to fourteen or fifteen the fundamentals for an * historical
consciousness'; it is not required that they should acquire the
special taste for classical studies and aesthetic values which is
characteristic of the ' Gymnasium', and partly of the Istituto
Magistrate. Students are trained to draw for their * general
culture' and as a preparation for technical drawing in the agri-
cultural section of the Higher Technical Institute. Arithmetic
has a practical character, algebra and geometry a logical one. The
syllabus for Italian language and literature includes six works (if
foreign, in Italian translation) or extensive selections from works
by Homer, Hesiod, Plutarch, Virgil, Dante, Boccaccio, Ariosto,
Tasso, Goldoni, Alfieri, Manzoni, Shakespeare, Moliere, Cer-
vantes, and Goethe. The study of Latin must include passages
by Cicero, and several of the following authors: Livy, Caesar,
the younger Pliny, Cornelius Nepos, Sallust, Catullus, Virgil,
Tibullus, Propertius, and Ovid. History is restricted to the
ancient world (Greeks, Romans, and Jews down to the origins
of Christianity). Mathematics extends to the systems of equa-
tions of the first degree, calculation of square roots, and inscrip-
tion of the decagon in the circle. For the foreign language the
student must have read at least four works. Shorthand is com-
pulsory, at a speed of eighty words a minute.
The Higher Technical Institute has a practical character, but
this must be mitigated ' in order that the natural abstractness of
such studies may be corrected'. Therefore, while the reading of
works of a scientific and technical character is given more
prominence, students must read widely in history and literature.
The syllabus for Italian language and literature includes:
(i) selected passages from Dante, Petrarch, Boccaccio, Ariosto,